{ June/July 2009

Bethel Lutheran Church
Lester Prairie, MN

[ F mm the desk of Pastor Erick J. Thor

It's been nearly a year since I started my call at Bethel. In the past year
I have learned a lot about you and this church. I've come to love being
pastor here and I really enjoy the church. One of the general things about
church in our society is that summer is not a heavily attended time of the
church year. Bethel is no exception to that rule. Looking back at your
attendance numbers for the past few years, I noticed a trend that I don't
expect to end this summer. Yet, even while I am aware of what will probably
be, that doesn't mean I can't hope for something different.

What I want to do is to first encourage you to think a little differently

about church membership. For so long in American society, church membership

meant a few specific things: you joined a church, you attended once in a
while, you had significant events happen there, and the church becomes part
of your identity. What would happen if we started to think about church

membership as the people who are in church each Sunday? The difference would
be that membership perhaps would not become an easily forgotten assumption,

but would rather be a vibrant expression of the church on any given Sunday.
The problem with this thinking is that it's hard to run a church that way.

But, if you could think about yourself having both the church membership
that you received when you joined as well as the church membership that is
all the people present on Sunday, this summer might look very different
indeed. God's message of love found in Christ's life comes to us everyday,
and a weekly encounter with God can bring much to our lives. In the midst of
all the craziness that modern life brings, I encourage you to live out that
membership to Bethel in the fullest way possible; come join us and hear the
good news! Hallelujah, Jesus is risen! -Pastor Erick
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“The Shack”

Written by: William P. Young
The Ladies bible study has decided to make
this book their summer reading choice and
mvites ANYONE else interested to join them
in reading the “book to read for the summer”.
The plans are to get together to discuss the
readings but no definite times have been made.
| If interested, there is a sign up sheet posted on

OrJill Duncan. If you would like to purchase
a copy, Angvall Hardware has a few
copies for sale.

—~HAPPY FATHER'S DAY!
- JUNE 21ST, 2009

the bulletin board or contact Diane Horsman |

| Community Garden
We have ten garden plots on
the SW corner available to
anyone who wants to plant
a garden this summer, $10
donation requested.

A watering solution is still
being worked out. A sign up
sheet is posted on the
bulletin board, contact
Jill Duncan with questions.
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June/July 2009 Schedule
Monday, June 1st
7:00pm Bible Study

 Wednesday, June 3rd

7:30pm BWCA/Mission Tmb Meetmg
8:00pm Mission Fund Committee
Sunday, J une 7th

Sunday, J une 14th RRIL
10:00am Outdoor Worshlp W1th Ho ly Commumon
'SW MN Synod Assembly
Sunday, June 21st '

~ 10:00am Outdoor Wofshlp | - -

Sunday, June 28th _
10:00am Outdoor Worshlp _ e
11:00am ComInunlty. Meal o
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_iSaturday, July 18th
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11 BOam GLLM Quilt Auctlon
- Sunday, July 19th 5
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|| Sunday, July 26th

10:00am Outdoor Worship
 Hannah Marie Smlth Baptlsm
11 OOam Commumty Mcal







